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| ?Re Your Correspondence Dated August 5 2004
'-Dear Mr Furness, _ : | |

The Idaho Department of Water Resources (“Department”) has recetved your correspondence
dated August 5, 2004 to Dtrector Dreher regardlng future admmlstratton of waterin Water
District 31. The Director has forwarded your letter to me for response As the D1rector stated
last year, the Departrnent does have a legai respons1b1hty to assure that water rights are properiy
administered in the state. ‘Under Ida’ho water: law, this is accomphshed by mclus;on of water
nghts in water districts once the rlghts from a common water. supply have been. ad_]udmated o
Prior to the Snake River Basin AdJudtcatmn (“SRBA”), most ground water rights in - o

" Administrative Basm 31 and other admmtstrattve basins in the state were not decreed and

i '-._'therefore not included in any water. district. -As the SRBA now nears completlon the: AR
" Department will need to move forward with mcludmg all SRBA decreed rights as well a3, post- R
- SRBA rights in water. districts.. To complete this obj: ective for any given adm1mstrat1ve basin or
- common water supply, 1 the dxrector may create new water dlstrtcts, expand ex1stmg water '

L dlstncts and/or cornbme two or more ex1sttng water d1stncts SRR T R

Although nearly all the SRBA clalms in Adrnmlstratwe Basm 31 have now been decreed the
Department is still probably one to two years away from proposing any new or expanded water
~ districts in the area. As noted in your letter, the Department is required to provide notice to all -
affected water users and hold a pubhc hearing concermng any proposed action to create, change
- combine or abolish water districts. Water users ‘may testify at a hearing or submit written
comments to the Director within 10 days after a hearmg Following a hearing, the D1rector must
' issue an order regarding his decision. Water users can file petitions for reconszderatlon within 14
' days after issuance of a final order. - The Director may amend or modify a ﬁnal order. Any
aggrleved user or party may appeal the Dlrector s ﬁnai order to dtstnct court

o __Please be advzsed that the Department 1nstructed the Water Dtstnct 31 watermaster ea:rher thls R
"~ year that all surface water sources in. Water District 31 should now be administered in i
~accordance with the decreed water: nghts 1ssued by the SRBA District Court.- The Department

~ provided the watermaster with : a hs‘ung and copy of all the SRBA decreed nghts in the district.

“We understand the watermaster is dehvermg nghts pursuant to. the new decreed rlghts hased on
e several 1nqu1nes we recelved form water users thrs summer. RS




- The Department w1ll keep your letter on record in the Water Drstrrct 31 permanent ﬁle The _
- _‘_correspondence can be combmed with any: future records regardmg any proposed actlon to create -
..~ or modify water drstncts in Admrmstratwe Basin 31, Please contact me drrectly at 327 7864 rf
L _-ﬁ-'you have further questmns or concems related to thls matter TR : : :
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